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%M . SAG, mraéxta

SuBjecT: DONALD L. WEST, WAS
INTERNAL SECURITY -~ ©
(Bufile 100=20396)

256204770 + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Mre DUDIEY W. REYNOLDS, 126 Barksdale Drive, NE, Atlmta,
Georgla, advised that whils waiting for a bus in June of 1946 he
had conversed with a neighbor of his, KENDALLABISIGER, of_206

17th Street, NE, Atlanta. REWNOLDS stdtedf that WEISIGER told him

that he had made a speech I;!ggy he Lula High School, Iala, Geergia,
at the request of Etﬁg_ﬂ__‘%ﬂﬂwhen he had been principal of the
high school and that because of his, WEISIGERYs; speech the patrens
of the Lula High School had fired WEST. REYNOLDS stated that

WEISIGER told him he had arranged and obtained a position at
Oglsthorpe University for DONALD IEE WEST as a prefessore

REYNOLDS advised he was not well acquainted with WEISIGER
/ bat that hs understood WEISIGER had taken a tour through Texas and LR :
had made quite a few spseches at different high schools and that he _ . *
was retired on a pension from the Southerhi Bell Telsphons Companys o
REINOLDS further advised that WEISIGER, as he recalled, had bsm s
very much interested in labor whils employed by the Southem Bell o i
Tele phone Company snd it Was his understanding he had bsen a G L-B o
"trouble maker®, . R S 4

e

2/ 4547

SIFIED
2/ 5,

Ur, REYNOIDS stated that he was bringing this infomation to
the attention of the Federal Bureau of Investigatiom becauss KENDALL,
WEISIGER has been appointed a member of a board to review leyalty .
cases in the Atlanta area, -

W Mr, ERNEST W. HAYES, Civil Service Commission, Atlanta, ad-
vised that ¥y, KENDALL WEISIGER of 206 17th Street, NE, was one of

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
IN IS UNCLAS
sz BY

g L the four members of the loyalty Board for this area. \
e
oy ;SS The above is fumished for your infomation. /)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '

Form No.1

'I:Hls CASE ORIGINATED AT - ATIANTA - . FILE NO. ;00—1015
. REPORT MADE AT 3 | mmm PERIOD FOR»W?;H?!;I{W! N iwmzw DD
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE | 9/1/48 8/26,27/48 V. WALSER PROSPERE
TImLx {' T ' CHARACTER OF CASK
DONALD LEE WEST, Was. | ' INTERMAL SECURITY - C ==

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS? . . )
DONALD IEE WEST attended banquet at Hermitage

J% Hotel, Nashville, Temnessee on April 18, 1948.
‘ Heeting sponsore% Conference of Rail-
road Train Men. |re‘calls WEST having
been present but knows of no further activity b7
on his part in connection with the meeting.
Informant stated that WEST attended another
: mesting at the time he was in Nashville although
unable to furnish any details concerning ib.
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REFZRENCE ¢ Bureau File No, 100~20396. -

LL INFORMATION CONTAINED)

A
HEREIN |
DATE

. Report of Si JOSEPH T. SYLVESTER, JR. dated 8/9/4
: Atlanta, - '

Eé
-
~J
e}

DETATLS : * [ Jedvised that DONALD LEE WEST from Atlanta,
: Georgia atterided a banquet of labor léaders which was

" addressed by A. F. WHITNEY of the Railroad Brotherhoods which was held in the

f Hermitage Hotel during the spring of 1948, Informant stated that this banquet

was attended by representatives of the Railroad Brotherhoods, CI0, A.F, of L.,

independent unions and all manner of labor representatives. He stated that .

he attended this banquet, and that he recalls subject having been present

but does not recall his having taken an active part in the proceedings. He

stated that there were a number of meetings held during the course of the

gathering of labbr representatives and he vaguely remembers thatb WEST attended

one of these meetings. However, he stated that he did not recall the name

of the group or the nature of its business. He stated that he had known

WEST for.quite sometime and considered him to be very radical. Informant
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ME 100-~10L15

stated he did not recall anyone else who attended the mecting that WEST went
%0, nor did he recall anyone else at the banquet who might be able to throw
further light on the subject.

Pemporary Confidential Informant T-1 advised that on Lpril 18, 19

and 20 the Dixic Confercnce of Railroad Train Men was held at the Hormitage
Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee, and that a number of prominznt labor leaders
addressed the gathering, including A. F. VHITNEY and JAMES CAREY, CIO leader.
Informant stated he did not recall subject's name and stated that he did not
stay at the Hermitage Hotel during that period. It is noted that referenced
report reflects that subject was in Nashville for only one day. B7D

further steted that he was not familiar with the organization
Farmers Unmion and had nevér heard of it in connection with labor activities
in the Nashville area.

— REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORICGIN =




For purposes 6f this rcport, Temporary Confidential Informant T-1

is identified das follows:

13

b7D

He is being given a ’bemporary confidential informant symbol by vir»ﬁue

of the information furnished by him,




BY&gE $a¥s The cantp profTamy is
designed to prévide tite youths a.
R . sensé of sharing' in.useful enter-'
brise and an experience in group -
living. He said@ the program
'evolved from the war, When youth-
‘work bands were organized to
‘help harvest crops.
' West was reluciant to discuss
the camp, saying it was none of}
Thé ‘Constitution’s business, When
asked whether or not he was a
Communist,. West refused to an-
swer: . ‘

Bragg, however, said the' camp

was operated stricfly ‘on a non-
sectarian, non-political; non-racial
basis and a man’s politics did not
enter intp one’s relationship with
- the camp.
West said the camp was con-
inected in no way with the People’s
{Institute of Applied Religion, an
organization, with headquarters in
Birmingham, which U., S. Atty,
Gen. Tom Clark has called sub-
versive, . . .

West, says he is participating in;
religious activities of the commu:
|nity and has made talks in various
:churchés., He'sdid he is a minister
of the_gospel, as’ well. 4s. .an- edu-
cator..He said he' formerly .was 4}
Baptist, ‘buf now is & Congrega-'
tionalist, '

The two- boys enrolled in the
camp refused to give their names
for publication and also refused
to be photographed. They said:
their refusal was based on news-!
‘paper criticism. of West.

The girls, all of high school age,
are Nona Baird, of New York City;
Marcia Haseltine, Belmont, Mass.;

Jean, Roethlisberger—,_ Cambridge,| .

Mass.;; He - Deyine, = Duluth,
Minn.; ReneefNeu, 'of New York
City, .and Anh West, daughter of
+Don West. . ’
Maurice Filler,.of Lowell, Mass., |
is Director éf the camp. John!|
Teger; -Director of all Unitarian
work camps, is also helping. to or-
ganize the Georgia camp.
- People _ of the communify inf
which the camp ° located say they
,don’t know much about 'it otheér
-than they have heard West intend-
ed to bring in . underprivileged
‘children, C. E. Hel], 3 farmer, ex-,
-l hibited 2 copy o West poems,’
¥Clods-of Southe¥nl Karth,” which|
;he $aid West'gave him to read.
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. Don West, Georgia educator and
'poet (a line 6f one of his poems

ficial mouthpiece of the Come:

«} am a Communist . . ), 1s help-
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By BILL BORING..

reprinted in The Daily Worket, of-
munist Party in this country, states,

ing to organize a work camp for
teen-aged youngsters in a rural
Tlie camp, NOW populated by six
irls and two boys from Eastern
d Midwestern cities, is situated

on a 200-acre farm owned by West.
Tt is sponsored by ‘the Unitarian
Service Committee of the Unita-}
vian Church as _one of nine such
: camps in the U. S., according’ to]
Raymond B. Bragg, Txecutive Di-}"
rector, Bragg was at the Georgia
camp yesterday on an inspection
tour..
West says that while the camp
currently is being operated .as a
work camp for youths, le hopes
to develop it eventually into a
camp. for underprivileged Georgia
children. R
Present guests of the camp have,
been there since July 1 and will
remain two weeks longer, accord-
ing to. the directors. ‘They are all
high school youngsters who say
they are finding the pursuit of so-
cial studies in the South exciting
A typical day at the camp be-
1gins with breakfast at 7, followed
by a two-iour work period, usual-
. |1y of remodeling into a dormitory
one of the old barns on. the place.
) Another two-hour> work period
.comes in the afternoon. Evenings
usually are ‘taken up with discus-
sions of sotial and econothic prob-|’
lems of the South (stch as share-
eropping, the Negro problem, 1
Ku Kiu Klan) and recreation.
The youngsters are taken  onj
‘tours. of the rural countryside,

where they say they gain’ first-| & : o

}t‘}?g dsgstohviﬂ%ir%: ggugongfst;on;& cL ' T . o . * !constitution. ‘Staft Photo?‘ .

them, as ebservers, to 2 recent). WEST (OPENS WORI ‘CAMP—Don Westis seen here with enrollees of & Wo¥ {
s tielph ‘ Douglasville: > AFest- igshoyn i center, ?

cross-burning ceremony staged on I e WaTvine ettt R
Stone Mountaln_by ﬂl;éf &ulgf‘x V’I\f}:ihe&;'sj}llzrlsaf : plmg?ﬂﬁit%ﬁ%ﬁsh&g;%fﬁ Campy L ctor MauricetFilter, of LOV",’: v e
5 airg, Marlygjhe f‘m;z,gﬂn,w.!_%es@e:@gﬁa lsperger Heleh, ]
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‘\\ TITLE: @ ’ ) @ . @ ‘ CHARACTER OF CASE:
“% N DONALD 1EE WEST, +« DO West, WeSt, ' ) . .
« | Reverend Donald I ¥iest, |Jir e‘og Jinfeaver INTERNAL SEGURITY - C
END i

INVESTIGATIYE sUMM‘ARY REPORT pﬂ” AL b L Q’& Wﬂzﬁ‘?ﬂ :

* Daily Worker reﬁleci-.s ‘&he IoIlOrning: au‘bjec’o m*ote poem, Asten,
I An & Gommunist® in 1934; fled Atlanta, Georgia, 1934 when sought
oh Gharges of Inditing to insurrectiong spoke at Boston, Mass.
934 3 3@‘,@31»1::93 International Labor. Defense demanding release
: jailed 1935 Pineville, Kentucky for activities -
.’m connection wif;h miner's strikes subject on National Committes |
of G.P. in 1936 d,ri.va for election 6f BROWDER and -FORD when sub- ,;5-
§8¢% was in.Louisville,. Kentucky; also. listed as State. Organizery: - \ “{*
. of Workers Alliance of Kenbucky.and member.of National- Uhemploye&
- Committee for BROWDER and FORD in 19363 subject was present at -
reception to MA HITE, only negro member Central Committee of
CoPs at New York Cify 6-21-37; subject Iisted as Georgia born
- organizer of C.P, in Kentueky at’ the timés Confidential informant
advises subject became a Commmnist in 193l and was a member in
\/‘ 945 and 19484 -Subject continues to bs a contact of HOMER BATES
Y CHASE, G+ P. District Organizer for Georgias . Other contacts set
AR e Subject presently z*esiding on. fam, Route. 21, Douglasville,
- Gegrziao Uy : L

%HERE SHOWN 0 Z‘HERWI SE.

R@mcz Bureau. 8 1e #loostogss, (7~ % 7 Y ;
‘Report’ of SA JOSEPH T, sxz.vxsm, 57, aated ab. stiafka 6-12-47% |

N _ Report of SA JOSEPH Ts 8YLVESTER, JR: dated ai'. Ablanta. 8-9=48." .
o DETATES . - . REsmm ADDRESSES 5 AND, OGGUPATION ’

»coni’idential im:orman‘b T-7 advises subjech presently residing
on the 0ld Eph Butler Farm, Raute L, nina miles outside of
Douglasville, Georgia. conﬁdential informngogbﬁwg,msegms '
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L g 9 B‘hé that the Uniﬁazs_an ; Wkp camphnhica. was. run. by’ the -snbj. Do
NEAE . ‘b, e ;vfe.rm i‘ closed an'd :tﬁa _sub,)ectml presénbly clearj_ng land SRy
1908, son of RPN

Gidmer w0 L

'wa.s a.il;so~‘a native SERTIE Ty

_EVIDENOE OF PR
: ' ' iy % Aii‘A commnist T
the”by}.inem f,.DONa WE?T appeared on:Pago-S’”fkthej L

.date of March 13,,1931;% -It,is,ﬁnofogd-
iﬁstam; ,Daily:mrker sqsat R '
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IAtlanta ~po A:.ce andeasQ 1 gangs wh oh ﬁave terror:.zed th \*;negrd
’ne:.ghbo::hoo)ds m,a frant:.c‘ and bestlal ’campaa,
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to stop: the wilxifire sprread o&revolutimary si;nuggle- in,,the Sou‘bh. ,
SRR j - The .avticle. also reflacts that WEST. Jeft:Atlanta_ on..Saburday June: 2y < -
=L 7. 2934 after the. Polies and, $he. "Men of JusticeM—-a group eimilar to -
' _the-thite I;egion in Bitmin == _Rad Spnead,word_throwhout the city '
) , “that they were oub to Mget WEST, dead.oralive.r. The. article-alsoy i“;“'
T s‘bated ¥DON WEST, -9 commmﬂ.st, TAas. being,aonght.,on&a.,charge of- tips .
e 'j, c:!.ting to insurirectiont®,. “The. article. ‘also_stated thab WEST t614 his
. “ : " story of a i‘light £romGeorgi&at the offices. of the National Cmni‘btee

U for the Dofense. of. PoliticaLPrisonersmat 156 5tZL Avenue, New York city,
R - on June 10, 193!;.’:; ~ ’ L

: R | - - b
TR

B 5‘ £ The i)a:.ly Workem, wz.’oli same masﬁhaa& aé previously referred O
R to, unrler date. of - Tuesday June’ 195 193k,. stated- tgat DON WESTy .G Pa” ', - -
TE " ‘ Organizer mthe ‘South,. . was.to .sge&at“m ANGE N protest : - ‘,'a"‘y' S
o -f 0 mass,,meebing <. Wednesday: night; at the. -Dudley. Opera: House: in. Boston, . - -
vy “- . Massachusettss :that_the mating-mwas-.under*thehauspices of the: Inbers 7

‘ of ‘ERNST ‘I‘HAEIMANN =

poe Ao e . woeTL ' . J"-‘ . -*u ’ RIS
S S ,.‘~

tmed to,d ‘date of Friday. Novembar: 1,- 1935, -conitainied &' news:

onngunist Organizer-inm.Court,": News: article undm'
EST, -member's. of. the . United ¥ins Workers «of .

' . 3 g the ©olls se: JASt Fri the - ,
p a::gé&,.againab tha;b?z Qeiendants of. 'banding gnfederating'
‘based-on: Their. activities.m the <stxikano£ miners erres The, 7 e
uirts - riodm wasx.crmvdedv with. minersmho;ﬂhadﬁ tnmed obt t6 protest:’
; the:attempted frame~np of theix, fellow Yrade untonistss ‘With the - %
e cdl’lapse of:the.briginal charges. the, frosecution 4nduced, four pers: i‘ _—; B
: " : . 8on8 to’ -swear.oub. 3 ‘peace ‘warrant: ;alleging threats vagainst them by
L WEST an:L LINK. - Alnhougb_ under -+ CROSS eu;mnma:bion&y the. defense, -
P compla.fnan‘bs ‘admitbed that neither defendant: had evér- threatened
" khen the: Judge ne:mrtheles ‘oz:dered.kth\e tw:o dege"dants held in B
3 ; $5,000;QQUpeace bond. e

The I}aifl.y Worker, with Jnasth,ead as mentioned above, under -"{zx T

o£ Monday July 20,. 1936; reflec{', ~a news item under the. cap- LR

a0 bion WFOSTER announces, Na:bional Coranil tee for. Elécticn Trives® ‘.;'“ﬂ" ) ; RN

”‘ Instant x\apjy'ié;{e,:x;;eﬁlégj;gdr [TLTTAM: 7./13 OSTER, Gommtmist leader; and 5 v

_+# . 'Chairman of the National comitt o tha: election: of EARL) ROWDER S

.-‘Chafrman, ofi the: Nat 1.Commitiee Lor- ! 2. ;BROWDER B

<and - JAMES ;}' "ORD. in’the .1936 Presidential cmpa:lgn aphounéed: the . .. P

., tiembers: of thie committee,. “Thé.nams. of DON WEST,. Lonisv:Llle, K’en- A
meky, was; containeclrin tﬁis 1ist ef“comittee members. e i S

: ‘ * . \":' ‘5 - r‘{}

A éaa, naﬁionaLLabor Defense_a.nd that the,meetin.g, would.demana tho release L
"ty n;m Worker, With. 146048l nasthead. revioasly To= “l?'fﬂ :?‘«

ky Oebober 28, 4s quoted as followss .- ‘i : -
45,0000 peroo o By S’
t ’ ¥ R
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BN Th’ Dadly Worker, wi e
under dabe. of Monday October: 5: 1936, cmtained an article which : ‘*-; SRR

‘reflected that, DON WEST, State Organizer;. Workers Alliance of-: Ii,, S
Kentucky, was a menber ‘of the NationaJL,_Unemployed Comittee foz' N R
BROWDER andFORD. o - ,s, R A

- K
-

v

. The Daily Worker, with masthead as refleeted above, for LA ‘
. Puesday Juné 225 1937; -contained an_article mirich. Peflegted that . .. - it
DON WEST, Gecd’gia born: orgax;ize:: of the. Communist P’j‘ . Fy oL
- was among ‘those present &b, a.,:reception“.given £o. MA JDE;WHITE, only
_‘negro woman' member: of the Central Comiittes. of the Commundst Party
* fhe. article also stated that instant :reGeption was: ‘held in the

" ‘homa of MGEBEM,— Organd.zatioml;, Secmtary of theé Lowep: Har'.lem'\ R Y
connnunist Pax:%y at» N

mgst 12ch ‘Street antl t.hat ‘bhe da‘be of the

~ %he; fo:‘ego &rg:
cﬁ'.enis:1.f:1.e«3.j.-ng

' : . officer of Wallacesf

p N
eglethorpe Univers:_’oy in Georgia and n
or, President; organiz 2\

PR m'othe::-':!n-law of N.,_ :
RIS
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. fanily. DON worked Liis way. thrcugh. college. (part.of the. bine, by

 Fere £he twd founders): at. Monbeagle,. Tenn.. Joined. Gommmish b
;- early in 193h, assizned.to North: Carolina district as trade wiion

- ’Mfunds with ald of PAVIY!

)Succeeded by !

. '_:f ¢ m:aging,hsh
. membexship which raa

" the face of the ¢aiths: Ag a result, WESTee stock in ¥he party

o ‘ *aa,j_nconspicuous-as pcssibla.,, mihenlhe« began.m:iting extensive;x’ 5 l,
T hespecially for 1efﬁ-wing presa. I - >

‘ nteraryreﬁews.. .*." ,j': R S

\ ‘j /DOMAS was a closc a.ssccia:be o£ .DONALD 3l ’

m 100-559 SR, S

“Abou'b h? or h8 years of age). TON, WEST is a na.tive of the
-'hill country of North Geo:gia:- one..of the. many. children.in.a- hrse

. radic singing, he. aaid);. obtained Schelarship for. stidy in Dermar }.
Becamé ordained.: ‘minister of Gongregatz.onal.cmmch 9 joined Sog ¥
parby. and helped. orgaidze. Highlander: Folk School. {(he..and. MYl

. organizer Sepbembers. 193L,. using the.name. of: JTM TEAVER: Nob: sue- " ..
: ‘“‘ceSSful in work with unions but. Very efféective among intellectuals
ab chapel HiYl.. Led fense: campaign, raised large. -

COUCH: (Resd of’ Univ. of N.c. L

_he University. o , '~§,,; ,j

ess} and ma.ny Saculty “'members 8k
S C pptep abou& a. year i Noz:th CuolMWST went to Kentucky
,’ as Party district organuerﬁ,,.remainmg..thexe About & year-and & halfw -

o two years.. :_g:;_‘ ont & Know whether.qhe was: removed, or’ ask’ed to- lea.ve.

"WEST'S reports to the national. oi’fice_hadabeen:wery en-; '
can sidera."blew.progress, and. rapidly increasing
of over 200 - (as. in

sached g \reg:ﬁsrbnatiom £1gure.,
‘most: Southem “Btates, in:.t:.ations and. dues.

_Yocabed. and: over 175. papar. members: of: the party disappeared from

: dz:o‘pped 1o & Low,, nttle, a‘ocve.*zenog‘l"on amyear_, ar bwo e remained

(RS “I kncw of hj.s anbsequent activities prima.rzly .f.‘nan news-'
paper public i.tx. (After: being . ‘county suph., ofgchoodls: 4n’a North
Gea‘gia county he becatie .4 professox: at. Gglethorpe, University. A N

" Now. reported. to be officer of Wa.llace,.campaign._ A published volvme
of poems ‘aboidt. “tio: years ago. receiveiuconsidereble “publ: city in ‘

A
2 A

o P o 2 ¥, BARNETT 3609 KingsborcmR ad, B, Atlanta,
Gearg:.a, ‘advised. ix. 1918 that. Reverend. Ts J.o) MAS was paster cf
the Unitarian—lﬁ:iversalist Church: .of A'blan 2y

,,,,,,

- ‘ . "’«;f : . e PN By A »,f.
. T« = N -
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L A A PRV . =7 v p -,"
» ¢ A D & “ - 74‘.“»

- éve. uged by thée: district T

" -obganizer ds.4 snbsidx)_» Wheri KELLOGG. a¥rived. and: fook ‘over the e 0

.. Disbrick he cculd».,., Locate.; onl;c & totaLof aboub. 25. menibars, . Most, of. .
", ' the tranches and secticns. veported: In WESTYS repoits. were never |




DOMAS, wasf' a:htemptmg 'bo infiltra:be instarrb church with, Gomunists, R SN
'bé.sing this belief on the fac% that WEST; ab a meeting of the Church, SO
. wag presented by DOMAS as'a modsX. £or.the Church to - e:m:late, that: oo ey
.. he, DOMAS,’ had read from ond: of. WES’L_":S’ books and ‘that WEST; - in 19)48, "
" had-spoken 4t the Church; advocat:mg tha. weakening of-our nationa}.
" dgfense and had’ spoken of those who difier with them as. Faseists >
%and ca.pi‘balists., SR , o o S
RO '; T-h on 7-29-h8 adviseﬁ. the-New 'Iork Offiee the.t DONWEST,
v who is a poet and ‘who 19 confiected miththe Un:.tarj.an chureh, is a
i Comminist.: - ‘The informant believed the subject was in, Texas, for . -
“.on & recent, trip by the-Informant. o Texgs. he was t6Id by & Lutheran .
minister in chston that WEST wﬁs "playing withﬂ the "left. wing" =i
~in ‘the, ehurch. s .

. , SRR
;! . = ‘“.<., ‘r,"

wg‘"

- T-u further stated tha’t. he:. knew WEST‘ was; & comnnmzst because
msa‘ ‘came. o the Daily Worker 0ffice, New.York Gity in I9hs to. check’ -~
: some ﬁ.les.. {rhe informant.checkeg‘ with_cemmmisb Party Headquartérs

(s R i AP ,_b . L .

‘lbﬁec‘b WEST» \as. payinia
. Ofﬁce Bex 78 which was: I'Bnted‘,t‘

vision . H
eoz:gia, viith HOKER BA‘I‘ES CHASE,. Dis
; i ‘;the Staﬁe of.' Georgiah_ ~




. AT 106-559 e A __ SO
i National Studeuf; Secretary Qf the: Gommunist Party at the Term:.nal -

7t :v . "Sbation in. Atlanta, Georgids.. Tustant meebing wih -SHAW ocowrred ab . ; caor
R a.pprox:!matel'y 9315 PMs 4G approxinnteﬁymloohs Pt WEST and SHAW - ' .0

o Y7+ were-obsarved by CLEGG proceeding to-the home, of HOMER BATES GHASE, ‘ e
N 925 Estes Drive, S.Wsj &blanba,. ab which. place. SHAW and: WEST remaine‘&' s e

-

S w-th ‘CHASE for a short perz.od and ’chen SHAW andWEST retunned to the K , :
. Terminal Statdons. . T U A L e

toL e . 1—2-h8, subject WEST met an. indlvidual at® uhe Robert‘ - g - o
PO Fulton Hotel.in Atlanta, Gecrgla,, instant.meeting being, observed ST ey
e «‘j’f : by former SA DONALD. B.:GLEGG: of the Atlanbta Division, _Above indi- R g
St e yidualiwas dater. posztivalx. idenvified as Mi WIONCZEK whoim-the® . .- 2w e
ey s New ‘IorIc Divis] 'omadvise& was. innay 1937 Ch:lef Fdi:bor of 'bhe Polish o el e
T l:»,";;i E Press’ Agency. ; . )

: _ On 3~13-h8, Special Agents PAUL F. TIERNEI and- GHAB.LEs‘ T. . -
- ‘LFHAYNES Of the: Atlsnta Division ‘observed: sub;ect WEST snd ‘his wife S A
ke L,‘ R ; -, FH MABEL: with -HOMER BATES CHASE.at.the- Plg N Whlsﬁla ‘Restauwant-on:, . ¢ el
B _;%3 Ponce de Lot Ave_mz_e, Ablanta, Gaorg:.ag A‘bove meebing occurred* at PN

‘approximately 3.lS‘P.M. o e L T B . D

.,“ ;A, e ,5“,

. . n_ﬂ; R
13’ e o4y o R R

- Yo On Maz:ch 26, 19h8, Special Agen’os PAUL F. ‘I'IERNE! and
R CHARBES T HA'INES of- ‘the-Atlanta DiV:{. o obser‘\red subjecb WEST )
o .'1 o mith ‘HOMER BATDS CHASE and WILLIAM s ¥ AFEORD. Above mgeting- et
U, -l oeeufred ab, apbroximab M. con Thovabove date-at the. Séars - ‘; L « ST
:, .Roebuck Parking Tiok Pon & Lg n.Avenue,-Atlanta, Georgia. WES‘I' .
Lo b @ .and ‘STAFFORD ' ¢ane; bo the above parking: 1ot in STAFFORDYS 50 S
od.. 1 -'HOMER BATES GHASEa -'WILEIAHJI. 'AFE( : S S e

Public, onrkers .of Amex:ica, CIO Organlzen.fon,*bhe.t Sta’se o:t Georgia. . w, :

19 e T o 5-10-}48 Speeial Agen‘!;s PAUL . TIERNEI and MASON ‘me PN
e and. GHARLES To HAYNES -of “ths. Atlanﬁmbi‘vision obsgrved. subject WEST e AT
r&;‘? . mee‘&ing with. HOM'ER BATP..S CHASEL ab. approxima.tely .LP.M. on %hs above T st
“datelon Par,_, 'i
Geotrgia. AR

g “'on, 5-10-&8 WEST as: obsexrvecl by Special Agents PAUL E‘. o
?jj_: TIERNEY and CHARLES T+ HAYNES at the Terminal: Statidiy

Lt Georgia, m.th an. individual Jater identii'ied -a8. TRVINOTXGC
oo+ L Gommmnist Party Organizer of TouiSiana.. SA CHARTES T/ Hi
7. of the Atlanta Division tock 16 millimeter. moving .pictures of - S
v e b ingbant .maeting be’éween. GOFF and?IEST and. d‘ éloped film reflec‘bing
e T ‘,’insﬁant megbing. s -on, file.4n’the Atlanta ‘Du:i.sion. T-6 vhen'* show:-
"~ f";,’i; \'”a. ‘photograph. of. indivi.&ualﬂmaeting with: WEST positi.vaiy tudentified SO
Lo “this individual as. ‘IR\IING GOEE, Gommumst ‘Party Organizer f.‘or fbhe T 2N
L “1 Sta‘be of. Louisiana. LR RS SN
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' orrl: ofé RO'IGE 33.
- June: 215, 1948, st

f 5‘“2-)48...311})5”“‘1;,.%8‘1'
N Wb.itaker

.

Union ort Agent a.t Sava.nnah and_that
Gommunist An “the Savanhah: ‘Divisions ;

THOMPSON, drist ant cption“.and

o Savannah, Gedrgiay, b
251 by Special _Agents LEWIS S.. ;DA:BIEX

 HAWKES | :Ls th’" Nationa,l

,)a'. ‘re’suli; 6f sur- L




CDNFIDBNTIAL INFORMANT

R

formet: mempei of the Gommmist, *

o, is. p’r‘esen A3 residing*) zlﬂ

‘I'-g 13 diail cover oanON WEST: at Buckhead

States Post Offioe b

3 Special Agent JOSERH {. SYIVESTER, JR.




Abi'SrANDAR'D FORM NO. 64 y FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASEIFICATION 'E

DATE Og-10-2Z010 .

— T w7 M-S e Aty 3 e 5 — — - - - — T — —— - F
' h \ ", o . ..
/ > R DECLASSTFICATION AUTHORITY E'EP.I% FROM:

’ O;jﬁce Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

- );o : Director, FBI
FROM : SAC, Ablanta
SUBJECT: DONALD LEE WEST, was

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

' ALL BATTON CONTAINED
. HEREIN IS A EXCEI"TI:
Remylet August 6, 1948. W OWN OTHERWISE. '

Reference is made to SAC Eetter #44, Series #97, and SAC
Letter #98, Series #97, concerning Top Functionaries. .

During the past four months subject of instant case has been
residing on a farm in Douglasville, Georgia, and is, at the
present time, attempting to operate the farm in en effort to
make a livinge. b2
b7D
[ Jand AT-1538 advised that WEST has been left oub of
conferences and other matters concerning Communist Party

achbivities in District #31. Informants advise that WEST ;
has not been as active in Communist Party activities since

he lost his position &s Professor at Oglethorpe University, s%
in the Summer, 1948, and has not been actively engaged in %\& p
attending meetings of the Communist Party figures in the . \ﬁ@
Atlanta area.% %;

A

In view of the above, it is.not felt that the subject should
be continued as a Top Functionary, and it is requested that
the Bureau advise whether or not WEST can be deleted as a tbp
functionary, '

RECORDED - 19 [/DO 50894 ‘gj/,/,
T B X o

11 .0 18 1948
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVELD FROM:

FH UTIII'L TIC IECLESSIFILATIUN GUIDE
JEE 0&- ll'l-f.DlLJ

~

yi" ¥
,} : FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON
gmm |
#THiS case OR!G!NATEE') AT AﬁANTA * FILE No. 100-559 ml
REPORT MADE A‘l: DATE WHEN PE‘RIOD FDR WHICH MADK REPORT MADE‘B;
\ A | 16/288 11/15/48 ,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 3-11-49 | "7y /- ogfag JOSEPE ¢, HOLMES

TITLE
Nl

DONALD IEEZ -WEST, Was..

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - @

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Ch

fEOI\TALD LE: \V‘ST“‘renortedly in,
with SAM AILLIAMS ,}’_‘-’Ol\i"_R RATES
" NATZ ss”"mms T JBARFOOT,
hafe been very a t“:. ve in Peoples Pro-
gress1ve Party of Ga, until November,
1948, WEST reported to have ‘submitted
resignation as Co~Chairman of the
Progressive Party (State of Georgla),

on 11-6-48, but that committee members
tabled his wiitten resignation. In—-Q@)
formants state he has not been very
active in Communist Party matters since

~
F3X<S

Dal;

224 o . November, 1948.

Gay,

living on farm at Rt, 4, Douglasnw

Squ ect presently

2]
%1
2
g
<
g
=

| ks
B - -2

PP

informants of known relisbility, advised thapd
during July, August and September, 1948, DON w"smrg(
sole activity had been in connection with the
Peoples Progressive Party of Georgla.:g\

N

REFERENCE: Bureau File Yo, 100-10355,
) .  Letter from Atlanta to Bureau, 11-—15—-48
Repor’c of SA PAUL F. TIERNEY, Atlanta, 10~2’?~48. .
DETAﬁ';S : Confidential Informants T-1, T-2, and T-3, all %;L

ONI Charleston
1 - 0SI Wserner.Robins, Ga,
1 -~ IDA, Atlanta
2 _~ Athnta

%’"‘@ﬁ&? 2‘5“"3“3

\\§ bom:as DESTROYED MZ‘#/ é

‘I
‘ -

W MM

el
m% 14 1949 - /L ™)-141
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AT - 100-559

- Cohfidential Informant T-3 advised that BUDICE.
JTONDAK, WILLIAM A7 '?@GHE??SJEAEEOBJQ,, both close and constant contacts
6T “HOMER.BATESACHASE; District Organigzer, Communist Party, District
#31, Georgla, :and HOMER BATEZS CHASE told him that WEST had ot been
cooperative during the past three months whilé he had been résiding
on his farm; and that it was thelr opinion that he had ‘becons e
"prime donnal in reference fo the Peoples Progressive Parly’ of
Georgia's work, LT , S

Confidential Informants T-1, m.3, and T-4, who
is a person of kmown reliability, advi sed that DONALD LEE WEST was
very active in the Peoples Progressive Paity of Georgia during October
and November of 1948, and that WEST had been contacted by NAT ROSS,,
Southern Organizer,. Communist.Rarty,.nis brother—-in-—law, .on three or
four occaslons during the three.months peried prior to October, 1948,
They informed that -WEST has not been very active in' Communist Party
matters during the period October through December;. 1948z@\

. Confidential Informant -5, an informant of Xnown
reliability, advised that during the week ending October 23, 1948,
he was around the Peoples Progressive Party Headquarpers frequently,.
and that on -one. occasion he saw Mrjaid I\j;;gg__m_!{_jas‘;g',éﬁ;ﬁloﬂoﬁl leaving
the Party Headquarters with DONATSNEST in WAST!s red Jeeps JAMES I,
BARFOOT was: the Progressive. Party candidate for Governor of Georgia,
‘T-5 {nformed that several dgys later BARTFOQT told him that he and-his
wife had spent several ights om WEST'& f arm.nedr Douglasville, Georgia.
He informed that S‘é}ﬁ]’.&l‘ﬁ, a Negro Professor in Political Science
at Ablanta University, was closely assoclabed with DONALD WEST, and ~
that the two frequently worked \tog’ethex:.@Q - )

: . . Confidential Informait T-5 furthér adviged that he
returned to his home on OQctober 20, 1948, at-about 6:00 m,my afted.
heving been gbsent 2ll.day. At that time T-5's mother told him that

_ HOMER BATES .CHASE, DONALD WEST, and NAT ROSS came %o his house about
10430 that morming and stayed until about 2230 p,m. T-5 advised on
November 8; 1948, that he had attended a meeting of the Peoples
Progressive Party at 85 Alexander Street, Atlanta, Georgla, on
November 6, 1948, and. that at this meeting DONALD 1.EZ WEST had sub—

mitted a written resignation as Co-Chairman of-:‘the Progressive Party .

in the State of Gdorgia, He said that SAM WILLIAMS, Negro, made &
motion which was cafried to table the resignation submitted by ’-.-\TEST.@;
J - ) o




2 . N

AT ~100-559

‘ As a matter of interest in this case, it is-
noted from a news item appearing 4n the "Atlanta Journal, October 13y
1948, that DONALD WEST was not listed as an elsctor for the Peoplés

- Progressive Party of Georgla, and that those who were:listed as -

; electors had signed "non Communist' affidavits as requested under -
recently enacted Georgla election laws, It is also noted that this
news item reflected that a 1ist of electors which. had been submitted
earlier by the Progressive Farty contained the name of DONALD’WES'I‘,

’

- . nfidential Informant T-—é%a pergon of known '
reliability; advised\thut he has noticed no unusuil activities around

DONALD WEST's farm in recent months, . He said that WEST is spending

most of his time alone, .and has ’be‘er} busy for the ndst week or so

installing & well pump and a runninggwater system in his house, He

also informed that Yirs. SHIRLEY MKPPS, who also resides on this farm

with her husband, is aprarently Spending week=endy only on this farm,.

It will be noted that SHIRLEY T, CAPPS is reportedly a teacher in

the Atlanta, 'Georgia Public School System. \L-6 further infoi'megﬁk

that DONALD WEST's correspondeuce has been unusvally 1light in receh
weeks, . . . ' ‘

~

R . . Confidential Informdnt T-5 adyised. on December 30,
11948, that NAT ROSS and DONALD WEST hod visited at his home on that day,
.and had left at about 5:00 psm. to o to.VEST's place near Douglasville,
Georglai;. T-5 further informed that ROSS had arrived in Atlanta on )
December 30, 1948, and would undodbtedly confer with HOMER BATZES GFASW

' Confidential Informant T-3 adviseéed on December 13,

1948, that HARDYREGOTT contasted EUDICE TONPAK in an effort to lotate
DONALD LEE: WEST. He stated that TONTAK advised -SCOTT that VEST was
probably on his farm in Douglasvilie, Georgia, This informant further
‘advised. that SGOTT and TONTAK srranged to meet for lunchk about 12:45 p.m,,

on December 13, 1948,

4 -~

Eonfidentiél Informant T~7, who is & person o-’f—@<

Jodown reliability, advised that on December 13, 1948 he observed ZUDICE
SRIONTAK neet HARDY LWQE on Pryor Street in front of the Chamber of
Commerce Building, Atlanta, Georgisd;. He informed that HARDY LEE SCOIR
was a Communist Party orgahizer in Georgia in the early 1940's, and is
now, according to a reliable source in, the Atlanta division, believed
to be in Asheville, North Carolina in some leather workers union,

1
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AT - 100-559

CONTRIBUTOR OF
PIVGERPRINTS

PD;Phila. Pa¢

_PD,Danville,Va,

, Followmg is the Identification Recotd of subject, .
under FBI #814305 as received from the F3I Flngerprlng Division?

NAME &
KO,

DON WEST

‘ #139318

JAMES,

J WE
FE269-

ARRESTED OR
" RECEIVED

3r15ﬁ341

?&28?34

CHARGE

susp. chare

}

' DISPOSITION

-

stisp, of larc:

of auto

Inv,

~-PENDING=

rel,




AT - 100-559

THE ATLANTA DIVISION ' ' ’ B}

At Atlanta, Georgia - o \

Will continue to follow the activities of TON W&ST through
informants at Dbuglasville, Georgia, and maintaln contacts with
informants to determine DONALD WEST's movements and activities,

-

e




AT - 100-559

=

Confidential Informant T-1
Confidential Informant T-2

Z : Gp‘nf'ide'ﬂtial .I‘nf;)‘-rm,ant T-3

Conf idei;};ial Ihformant T-5
7 PO + v . N

ngfiﬂen{;ial Informant T-6

Confidentisl Informant T-7

<

-\
w3
- g

b

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

Confidentisl Informant T-4

-~  AT-1338

- AD-1 34;0‘

A%lanta, Georgia, Wio ngs omx
mimergus. occaslons voluntarily
furnished reliable infprmation
concerning the Comminist Party
activities in Atlanté, and the
State of Georgla,

L4

b7D

Douglasville, Georgia,

-  Sroxlal Agent
Atlanta, Gecrgia.

b2
*b7D
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“I Jan 28 1949 363:

Form T-2

cd

ORMATION
AL R

HEREW!

DATE—é'lﬁiﬁf”

5 1FEB18

WE

| 2-9-49
MET -

e
b1/ 243

)};26”3;:' » f&'}“ I‘J . ; vw ::;E HZ: -f;,\j;
| %asbmgtun, B. C. L .
! - . 81k 50 | oo
u¢ The following is the record of FBI number '+ 505 . EQ' < X
(- ! , - -~ Darector.
CONTRIBUTOROF NAME AND NUMBER L%%%%I‘I%%QR CBZAI}(I}E DISPOSI'I]I’(;?Ni .
W PR - . U;w
#D, Phila, Pa. Don West 3-15-3% | susp. char. ;{fr,
‘ #139318 . susp. of larc. Y 2l
‘ ' ' ' T of auteo
PD, Danville, Va. Jam 3 Alién T-28=34 | inv. 76l 4
(PuBaver ©
\/| #9239 -
\

File in #100-40396
cc to Aftanta

.

1949 Y

NOT RECORDE
12FEB 11 1949 .

*® Represents notations unsupported by fingerprixts in FBI files.

cPO 16—16190

NOTICE: THIS RECORD IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




Jé—.t;b‘hn,jAR HOOVER

'zberal Bureau of Zinhesttgatw‘ FormT-2
. v
. ?ﬂimtzh States Department of J ustice
o Washinaton, B, €.
: 814 505 ' o . .
The following is the record of FBI number . °
A . Director.
U LoR OF [T —— AR DR CHARGE DISPOSITION

The }otiowing'iﬁ uﬁé-deséﬁiptipn of this
individual appeaprling on,prinﬁ #3230, PD,.
Daﬁxﬁile, Vaz

Color., vhmte, sex, male; residemce, Kennesgaw,
Ga,mpldem of wirph, Cirteeay, Gas hationallity,
smerican; age, 26 in 1934; build, fegular
(siim); heignt 5 fbet. 2 [inches; complexicn,-

, fairs hair, dark|browa; weigh 178 pounds;
§ | eyes, davk biues| gcars arld marks, 1eft
A\ foredrm burnt. L \
% ' ' Addibvional aliask J. A?gweaver. ‘
\ﬁ ) The following is %he‘ﬁiﬂgeﬂprint classifiqation

of the above subjecﬁ/

d , AME ,

Q ‘ 130 29 y 160 18
. ) ) ’ 0 20 W I0I

A @hotograph of oﬁé/abéve Suﬁgect is avallable
in the files of [ ‘hé Buredu.

This individual may te icentieal with Buraau
file 7;6100”20396

.
® Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints in ¥BI files, - Q.:Z y : oro 16~-16190

!l o . NOTICE THIS RECORD IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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3t FEDERL BUREAU OF INVESSGATION /2~ 1,22

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: ;
Form No.1 5 fw
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ATLANTAFEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION curnk ATy oo 100=559 P
DATE 06-10-2010 )

REPORT MADK AT DATEWHEN | - PERIOD FOR WrficH MAOE RIFORT MADK BY
ATLARTA, GEORGIA 12-12-49 | 11~-21-49 JOSEPH C. HOLMES
Tmsx CHARACTER OF CASK
& ,
DORNALD LEE WEST, wess INTERNAL SECURITY =~ C

SRS B AT

Clas
Reas
Date

/ Paerty District Organizer for Ga., during
past yeaﬂ but his writings purportedly ﬂg{
RMATION CONTAINED ~ follow the Communist line.
Mﬂ(}m %;;%b
: SHOWN OTHERWISE: - F - Q%‘\»
REFEREHCE: Bureau File 100-20396.
Report of SA JOSEPH C, HOLMES, 3-11~49, Atlanta,
DETAILS: AT DOUGLASVILLE, GEORGIA: -
@&nfi ntial Informant T~1, of known reliability,
| 9 advisﬁ that he sees DONALD WEST frequently on the
}r’ ,9’ latter!s ferm, locabted about ten miles south of
! . p Douglasvilie, Georgia, in Douglas County, and that
, j dﬂl‘ t% &w\ : '-._?ES‘T' appears to be leading en industrious but quiet
A 0&}/‘ } p life. He stated that he has never been successful
’ QX in engaging WEST in any tvpe of political discussion,
?n /&\ but has observed thot WEST is usually busy in en
‘ }S effort to improve the buildings on his farm and getting
the place cultivated. He said that WEST apparently

| SYNOPSISOF FAGTS: AP < nowALD LEENWEST is apperently leading
a quﬁgt 1ife on his farm near Douglasville,
g/ ' Ga,; reportedly spends most Af his time
£ ferming and writing. E‘ES as hed no known
contects with HOMER BATESPSHASE, Communist

spends quite a bit of time in writing. He also
Ext. B SE’ GS“ !Eé“ informed that WEST'S wife and deaughters are living
* &FCIM.IIY 5.4.0 in Fernandina, Plorids, where he understands Mrs.
?f—Review ’ﬂi’é g -z‘-ﬂ--—*-‘i‘fEST has ¢ toeching position.
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Mr. J. SPENCE DAVIDSON Route 4 Douglasv1llij;Gcorgia
who opcrates & country store in the conmunlty wherc DONTYEST lives,
advised that TEST appears to be living a quiet life BH—HI§—§E;ﬁ and
from all reports spends quite & bit of his time in writing.

Mr. DAVIDSON informed that DON VTEST, sfter moving to his
present home, attended the Mount Zion Baptist Church, which is in that
community, on a number of occesions, and on one occasion led prayer
and took part in the meeting. However, after the local members of
the church learncd that DON ¥EST is supposed to be a Communist the
members cooled off toward UEST and WEST stopped attending church.

Mr., DAVIDSON furthe¥ informed that CHARLI&%#ALL Sre,’
a retired Federal Penitentiary guard and a neighbor of DON VEST
is WEST'S closestfr¥end in the community snd has ossociated with
Rim-guite & bit, He also informed that | |, lives
with his fether and is employcd as a mail carrier in.thg City of
Atlanta; Georgia, and commutes to work. He informed that CHARLIE

HALL, Sr. is presently in very poor health and is confined to an
Atlanta hospital,

ir, JEROME H, (CURLEY%.-‘;LS,.ON, Douglasville, Georgis,
edvised that he has reletives living in the community where DON
WEST resides and has spont quite & bit of timo in the community
hunting oand fishing. He informecd that as far as he knows DON
WEST has never made any effort to preach Communism to any of his
neighbors. He stated that he has heard that DON WEST is planning
to leave his ferm and go to work for a New York City publishing
COMPARY »

It has been ascortained that DON WEST frequently roceived
a number of copies of "The Southern Farmer", a magazine published at
iontgomery, AHlabama,

T-1 ormcd that he has noted several articles which
were written by DON T7EST published in "The Southern Farmer".

In connection with WEST'S reported contributions to
"The Southern Farmer" megazine, o letter appeared in the "letters
to the editor section® of the Atlanta Constitution on September 19,

1949; this letter is.signed "K. S., Atlanta®, and is quoted as
follows:

(DS

b6
b7C
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"Mihat Line?

"I have just read in this gmonth's issue of Southern
Farmer an article by D, LV WEST praising a certain
Georgin minister for being what Mr. WEST cealls a
"practical Christian", It seems, according to this
article, he earns this praise for attacking our
forcign policy toward Russia; belicving peace can
be ours if we want it (meaning we, and not Russia,
are to blame for the threat of war in the world);
for "procticing Christian democracy™ by fearlessly
toking Negroes into his church and in his home; for
attacking the KKK, Columbians and other "Fascist"
organizations (the Communist Party not being
mentioned)., Ur. ¥WEST goes on to say this preccher
has had the "honor" cf being denounced as & Communist,
thus indicating this was & sign of his being right.

"I ask you, is this pure Communist-line propaganda?
You enswer it.

"To be sure one should heve the right to criticize
his country. But for & minister of the Gospel to
turn oside from the faith and join hends with the
Communists, who are to the core haters of God and
all that is good, only proves thot we are in the
time spoken of it II.Thes., 2:3, the "falling awoy"
among the believers", '

O s U s B st B gy S L et e ot W

]&g}glnfidential Informant T-3, who in the past has furnished

» reliablé information conéerning Ccmmun;ap Party activities in Georgia,
advised that in July, 1949] JAMES L&Mﬂ?ﬂﬁARFOOT, who was very active
in the Peoples Progressive Party of Gedrgia, and was formerly & known
close associate of DONALD LIEE WEST, advised him that "DON VEST is
provoking CHASE and the entire group of the Peoples Progressive Party",

CHASE referred to above is HOWER BATES CHASE, Communist
Party District Organizer for Georgia.

Confidential Informont T-4, who in the past has voluntarily
furnished reliable information concerning Communist Party activities
in Georgia, advised thet JAMES LAMAR BARFOOT visited his home in the




AT,, 100-559

early part of Mey, 1949, and tollannh ;ﬂROSS, Southern Orgeniger
for the Communist Pa*ty, had;- on his last visit to Atlanta, tried to
get DOW “JEST and HOMER BATES CHASE together. T-4 also quoted BARFOOT
as statlng that he, BARFOOT, and DON V/EST were trying to get rid of

the Communist influence in the Progressive Party;é5§§:

Confidential Informents T«4, T-5, T~6, oand T~7, of known
rel:.s;'b1i!g%§'~":.;s.dxrlse"1 thet DONALD LEE iEST has noét been active in
Communist Party activities during the three month period ending
September 30, 1949,

~4 T-5, and T-7 advised[That DON WEST has not been active
in Georgla affeirs of the Communist Party for the three month period
ending June 30, 1949,

Confidential Informents T-7 and T-8, of known reliability,
advised that to their knowledge DON WEST was not in contact with HOMER
BATES CHASE or ZUDICHNEONTAK, a close associate of CHASE, for the three
month period ending March 31, 19493

EVANégglLDFR formerly of Cartersville, Georgia, aid who
now resides in Atlonta, was, according to his own admission, recruited
into the Communist Party by HOMER BATES CHASE, advised in the spring of
1949 that DONALD LEE WEST was not actively connceted with the Communist
Party in Georgia,

. ‘[Ehs advised that an 1nforrart hed told him DONALD WEST
had stated that he, WEST, had been dropped from the Communist Party
because he was "too rugged en individualist",

- P E ¥ DI TG -
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THE MIAMI DIVISIOW

At Fernandina, Floride, will attempt to determine if subject's
wife is teaching school in Fernandina.

HE MOBILE DIVISION

At Montgomery, Llabama, will réview the 1949 issues of the
Southern Fermer magezine, perticularly the September, 1949, issue,
and ascertain whet articles therein have been written by DONALD LTE V/EST.
Will brief the contents of eny articles written by WEST,

THE ATLINTA DIVISION

At Atlente, 'Georgia, will continue to follow WEST!S Communist
activities, if any, through Atlanta informants.

Will interview , who is an Atlanta, Georgis, b6
meil carrier, concerning activities of WEST in the Douglas COunty bIC
community where bothilzml WEST reside. | nay be contacted through

his post office sub-station, telephone Deorborn 4787. It is desired
that he be intorviewed

|of DONALD TESTS

4t Douglasville, Georgig, will, through informants, continue
to follow DONALD LEE .JBST'S activities.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE B

Mr. J. SPENCE DAVIDSON, Route 4, Douglasville, Georgie,
advised that it was rumored in Douglasvillc that CHARLIE HALL, Sr.,
a neighbor of subject WEST, is "one of DONALD WEST'S converts",

Mr. DAVIDSON further informed that he has heard rumors
in the community that DONALD WEST is ettempbing to rént his farm
and is desirous of moving to Now York City. ‘
b6
In connection with the lead set out for the Miami Division b7C
at Pernandina, Florida, subject'!s wife'!s name is MABERYADANGKE, :

originally fr \fi ‘ two children
age ten.

[}
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T-73

T-8:

comFéggggﬁzggg%gﬂﬁmﬂUfrs

Douglasville, Georgia, who has requested his identity
be protected.

.Atlanta, Georgia, who has requested his identity be

b7D
v

protected,

former Communist Party member,

who has requested his identity be protected,. j

T-6:-

b2

b7D
AT-1338,

AT-1340,
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7, Confidential Informant T-l advised that a Mrs. < =
/ 'X' ' MABEL CONSTANCE WEST is presently engaged in = =3 | A
) teaching school at Fernandina, Florida. 0= on X
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REFERENCE: Bugeau file 100-20396. =T 230N
Report of Special Agent JOSEPH C. HOLMES, dated December 12,
1949, at Atlanta, Georgia.
DETAIIS: AT FERNANDINA, FLORIDA

H, GOLDSTEIN, Postmaster, advised that he did not know of a
Mrs. WEST residing in Fernandina, Florida with two daughters.,
b6

the Florida Public Utilities o7
J’ES“ with negative results.

, employee
Company, checked her records for a Mrs.- MABEL{ADAR
On January 23, 1950, Confidential Informant T-1 advised that a

Mrs, HABEL CONSTANCEN/EST was presently teaching at the Fernapd:ma High School.
A review of lrs. WEST's file reflects that she began teaching in the second grade
She has

on August 15, 1949, and that her contract extends to June 1k, 1950.
* Florida Post Graduate Certificate PG~60357. The following schools were listed
where Mrs., WEST has received education: . ) ‘;7

e () ;4/ Uaorrg e, e
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Institution Year
Lincoln Memorial Academy 1927
Lincoln Memorial University 1927-l930
YM.Codo Graduate School . 1928
Berea College - Summer Session 1929
University of Kentucky - Summer Session - 1931
Brenan College — Summer Sessjion - 1942
Oglethorpe Um.vers:.ty - Summer Session 1944
University of Georgia (Jaster' s Degree) 1947

The follow:.ng physical descr:s.ptlon of Mrs, WEST was noted in her fn.le:

Date of Birth January 1, 1911

Place. of B:a.rth Corbin, Kentucky

Sex: Female

Race White

Height 5t 4t

Weight 128 pounds

_Complexion ~ Fair 7

Marital status Married (Husband's name not noted)
Residence North Beach, Fernandina; Florida

Confidential Informant further advised that’ he did not know the name

of Mrs. WEST!'s husband but believed thatthmMmM‘
1ST has two daughters residing with her|

JES,T..and her two daughters live at-the Decker Apartments located on Fletcher; .
Avenue on the North Beach. This locatioh is approximately a half-mile north of

A’clantlc Avenue on Fletcher Avenues

In applying for her present position, Lxrs. WEST furnished the follow—-

ing two persons as referenceS‘

Ben Hlll, Ga'

It was further noted that Mrs. WES‘I‘ fu.mlshed the followmg places

where she has taught school'

P

Institution = | ' ‘ Year
Hindman Settlement School 1930-1931
(Location not noted)
Tula Sehool 19421945
(Location not noted)
Gatoosa, Georgia (Supervisor) 19451946
Brookhaven, Georgia 1946-1948

-2

NN

: I Ippahnﬁv Hall, University of Georgia, Athens,. Ga-

b6
b7C

Mrs o
Mrs.
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Confidential Informant T-1 furi;her‘aqszj,géd that Mrs. WEST has indicated
to him that -she would like 4o see her husband obtain a -teaching position at
Fernandina, Florida. However, it is not the practice of 'the Fernandina School
system to employ husband and wife as teachers so the possibility of her husband
obtaining a teaching position is remote. At time of mentioning this possibility

to T~1, Mrs. WBEST .advised that her husband was -obtaining a Master's Degree some-
where in Georgia.

REFERRED UPON COMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF ‘ORIGIN
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.1 is

Fernandina, Florida.




